THE FIRST MOSQUE AT
MEDINA. 622 A.D.

0With the Arabs the
central point of their social life had always
been the council-tent, commonly known
as "Majlis", and according to Lammens,
the word " Masjid" was derived from it.
It is needless to say that the Masjid is
held in greater esteem than the ordinary
tent* In the earliest days of Islam, the
, first abode of the Holy Prophet Mohammad
was used by his companions as a meeting
place as well as the place for worship.
Even later on the mosque at Kufa, founded
by Saad Ibn Abi Waqqas, was designed
for a similar purpose.

^The very first piece of
Muslim Architecture was the mosque that
the Prophet Muhammad built himself at
Medina. It was at the spot where Al-
Kaswa, the camel of the Prophet Moham-
mad, suddenly knelt indicating the
predestined place. . This happened on
the first day of the week, the twelfth of

13